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From 1924 until 1980, Tucson Realty was located on the southwest corner of Stone and Congress, site of the
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Tucson Realty & Trust from the 1920's

UniSource Tower today. This photo is from the early 1920s.

Over time, members of Tucson Realty’s staff became well-known business
leaders. George Amos (14) and Walter Clapp (31) acquired the company
in 1933 from Consolidated National Bank. Ben Solot (18) made his mark
in real estate and Mundy Johnson (27) in banking. This photo was taken
about 1928.

Tucson Realty & Trust established a
relocation division that grew to over 300
agents. Later, that experience helped other
clients house relocating employees for such
companies as Hughes Aircraft, US West and
American Airlines.

In 1981 when Hank Amos came aboard,
he faced a very tough choice: real estate or
insurance?

“The battle was on. My dad was on the
insurance side. Grandfather was on the
insurance side. My cousin, Pat Swingle,
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wanted to go into insurance. My brother Phil
wanted to be a big developer,” Hank recalled.

Hank picked residential sales. In 1984,
he wanted to move into commercial real
estate, another idea Buddy didn’t support.
So Hank sought and got a job offer to leave
for a national firm.

“Once Dad knew, he said over my dead
body. So he put me in commercial, at that
time run by George Larsen. But Dad said I
was on your own, here’s the phone book,”
Hank laughed.
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In 1986, Hank became a board member
just a year prior to his father being diag-
nosed with lung cancer. The decision was
made to sell the insurance division to
competitors Lovitt, Downey & Touche. In
1989, Hank became board chairman. A
year later, Buddy Amos died.

In 1996, Hank bought out “too many”
family members and became the ccom-
pany’s sole owner. Five years later, the
residential division was sold to Long
Realty’s corporate parent.

Today, “we are a full-service property
management company and do commer-
cial, meaning land, retail, office, industrial,
investments,” Hank said.

Will the Amos legacy continue?

Hank hopes so. Daughter Lauren is 17
and George IV is 14. Hank III feels “both
are super smart and I firmly believe the
next generation could carry the torch”

nxea Contact reporter Roger Yohem at
ryohem@azbiz.com or (520) 295-4254.
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